
Office Hours: Certification 101
Minority and/or Women-owned Business Enterprise (MBE/WBE) 

Certification Programs



Who’s eligible for certification?
• Business must be at least 51% owned by a minority and/or woman;

• U.S. citizen or lawfully admitted permanent resident of the U.S.;

• Must hold the highest position in the company and be capable of exercising direct 
control over daily and long-term decisions regarding the management, policy and 
operations of the business; and

• The business must be organized as a for-profit business.

• For more information, please go to OEO.MO.GOV under “Supplier Diversity” 



Service-Disabled Veteran Enterprise (SDVE)
Eligibility as an SDVE:
• At least fifty-one (51) percent 

owned by one or more service-
disabled veterans,

• Who must be capable of 
exercising direct control over 
daily and long-term decisions in 
management, policy and 
operations;

• Be a Missouri firm, corporation, 
or individual, or maintaining a 
Missouri office or place of 
business; and

• Be organized as a for-profit 
business.

https://oeo.mo.gov/sdve-certification-program/

https://oeo.mo.gov/sdve-certification-program/


MBE/WBE Certification Process

• Application process for certification as a Minority-Owned Business 
Enterprise (MBE) and/or Woman-Owned Business Enterprise (WBE). 

• Standard Application Processing: <90 Days

• Rapid Application Processing: <30 Days



2  Types of Certification:

1. Standard Certification – 3 year certification that requires you to 
complete an annual update after the first and second years; 
recertification at the third year.

2. Provisional Certification – 1 year certification, recertification after 
one year.

Same benefits - including award of preference points when bidding 
on Missouri contracts. 



Procurement Opportunities

• MissouriBuys

• Facilities Management, Design and 
Construction bid board

• Upcoming MBE/WBE and SDVE 
Subcontracting Bid Opportunities

• Up2$10K Program - Encourage spending with MBE/WBEs on 
expenditures under $10K where there is no existing or required 
contract. 

https://missouribuys.mo.gov/
https://oa.mo.gov/facilities/bid-opportunities
https://oa.mo.gov/facilities/bid-opportunities
https://oa.mo.gov/purchasing/bidding-contracts/upcoming-mbewbe-and-sdve-subcontracting-bid-opportunities
https://oa.mo.gov/purchasing/bidding-contracts/upcoming-mbewbe-and-sdve-subcontracting-bid-opportunities


Maintaining Your Certification

Standard 
Certification 
(3 years)

Provisional 
Certification 
(1 year)

1 year 2 years 3 years

Annual Update

Application

Annual Update

Application

Recertification

Application
SOS Registration (good standing)
Last 3 years of tax returns
Recertification Affidavit

Recertification

Application
SOS Registration (good standing)
Last 3 years of tax returns
Recertification Affidavit

*Rapid: Proof of Certification + Application



What if I forget a deadline?

• If you forget a deadline, the certification will be suspended. 
Successful completion of the necessary application will be required to 
return to certified status. 

• One year in suspension will result in decertification. If decertified, 
you will be required to complete the initial application process.

• NOTE: If you are on a state contract, monitor your these deadlines 
closely.



Certified M/WBE Vendor Search

https://apps1.mo.gov/MWBCertifiedFirms/

https://apps1.mo.gov/MWBCertifiedFirms/


Email Notifications

• All certified vendors receive an email notice at 30 days and 60 days 
prior to their due dates. 

• Monitor due dates as you receive notices to avoid suspension or 
decertification. 

• NOTE: keep your business email up-to-date and check your spam 
folder.



Stay Connected

Office of Equal Opportunity:
http://oeo.mo.gov

1 CSR 10-17 – Guiding Regulations for M/WBE Certification
http://s1.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/1csr/1c10-17.pdf

Division of Purchasing:
http://oa.mo.gov/purchasing

MissouriBUYS Vendor Registration and eProcurement System:
https://missouribuys.mo.gov

Department of Economic Development: (grants and business programs)
https://ded.mo.gov

Missouri Procurement Technical Assistance:
https://extension.missouri.edu/programs/missouri-procurement-technical-assistance-centers

Contact OEO 

Email: OEO@oa.mo.gov

Phone: 573-751-8130

http://oeo.mo.gov/
http://s1.sos.mo.gov/cmsimages/adrules/csr/current/1csr/1c10-17.pdf
http://oa.mo.gov/purchasing
https://missouribuys.mo.gov/
https://ded.mo.gov/
https://extension.missouri.edu/programs/missouri-procurement-technical-assistance-centers
mailto:OEO@oa.mo.gov

