Still We Rise

The Legacy of Juneteenth

Juneteenth (June 19), is a recognized holiday to celebrate what is a pivotal
moment in American History: the effective end of slavery. The Emancipation
Proclamation was sign by Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863. More than two years
later (June 19, 1865), federal troops finally made it to Galveston, Texas to enforce
the order and ensure that more than 250,000 enslaved people in the state were

freed.

The day became a powerful symbol of freedom and a vital step in the path toward
equality for all. it was first celebrated in Texas in 1866 to commemorate the
anniversary of the event. It gradually grew and was officially designated a federal
holiday in 2021, acknowledging its significance on a national level.

Across the nation, as we observe Juneteenth,
it presents the opportunity to learn more
about the nation’s history and to remember
the shared values of dignity, respect, and unity
as one country.

Whether through attending local events or
simply taking the time to listen and learn,
observing juneteenth can be a meaningful
way to honor the past while contributing to a
united future.
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